Museum, called my attention to certain pecuharities in the rectrices of the Giant HornbiU (Rhinojjlax vigil) 
below, and it was this fact that first drew attention to them in Doctor Richmond's search for a specimen to be mounted and placed on general view. The elongated median tail feathers at once catch the attention on examining this Hornbill, and their length is no less extraordinary than the apparent manner of their growth to which I believe attention has not been called previously.
Ten rectrices are found in the completely developed tail of this bird, eight outer feathers of moderate size and two central feathers, which when completely developed, are from 2 to 3 feet in length. The only apparent difference between male and female in the growth of the tail is that of relative size, the male being the larger bird.
Folloudng is a brief description of the condition of development of the caudal feathers in the specimens at hand, arranged in chronological sequence: 8, 1913; Cat. No. 182806, U. S. N. M., adult male, Sungei Pelawan, January 5, 1914. The two adult males exhibit the same peculiarities as the series discussed above. In each bird one of the central rectrices is worn and abraded, while its companion is bright and new. In the October specimen the new feather is three inches shorter than its older companion, while in the January bird the two are about equal, and the older feather would soon have been dropped. Great Interest, however, attaches to the development found In the immatiu-e specimen. This bird is about three-fourths grown, the primaries are still shorter than the secondaries and are worn and dirty , as though the bird had recently left the nest, and the huge knob on the culmen is in the early stages of growth. In the tail the same condition is noted as in the adults. The right feather of the central pairof rectrices is worn and broken, one third being gone. The left rectrix while worn is evidently a newer feather. As in the adults the new feather grows out under the old one. From this it is evident that a single median tail feather grows out to full length while the bird Is still in the nest. Whether another feather appears with it to be pushed out by one following later can be determined only from more material.
